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Freedom to roam around, see, talk, and express Volume |
is what children need and must have. we strive to
create these safe spaces for children. where they

can explore and be.

YWCA OF INDIA

we investigated our
area with our
newspaper buddies,
and found some
amazing headlines to
share with you all!

See what | saw
around!

"House of a tree"
- Mantasa
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Let's question and be heard

January, 2022
Kyon Kyon Ladki, by Mahashweta Devi, narrates a story of a young tribal girl who
questions everything and anything she sees, feels, hears, tastes or fears! The story VOtume 1
came alive in our circle with a sock puppet, some tunes of the harmonica, children’s
laughter and of course their very real questions and contemplations.

The beauty of this session was evoked through this engagement as the process was
through the medium of dialogues and not mere narration of a story by a facilitator that
children would quietly listen to. Children did not sit quietly,their voices mattered to
the process. They were not just being invited to be part of the process but children had
the agency to build the process.

What the children saw around them, they questioned it, they spoke about it, drew
about it, wrote and saw the adults write things down using alphabets in front of them.
All of this underlines that education is not detached from the child’s environment but
is ingrained in it. Paulo Freire says that - that the aim of education must be more than

letting a child just read the word but read his/her/their own world.

The problem-posing style of teaching-learning believes that children are capable of APOOTVB Dh eekav
understanding things around them and they do so by questioning everything they see, (N eWSP aPe r bUddY)
feel, hear or think. A space where children feel like they will not be asked to repeat
answers only but will be freely heard and their questions will be welcomed, then the
process becomes participatory and children’s-talk oriented. This helps in creating
democratic spaces for children.

Storytelling, expressive arts, drama, questioning and dialogue are some ingredients
that came together to explore authenticity through our intervention in the rich lives of
our children living in an urban slum.

It seems like an impossible task to build a physical safe space in just two days. An
even more complex seeming task was to build an ideologically safe space for children.
However, to encourage this culture of dialogue and questioning all it required was an
intention and real action to build a safe space for children.

So how did we do it?
Did we really do it?
Who are the “we” that I’'m talking about?

The above are some questions that I pose to myself and everyone involved in the
whole process of creating, observing, speaking, playing, laughing, writing,
questioning and talking during this intervention. Only all of us - the children,
children’s environment, facilitators and ideators could find answers through
conversations or even more nuanced questions than what we have been able to pose
till now.

So, let’s keep on questioning until we have an even bigger reservoir of curious
thoughts and contemplations.
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) saw the grapevine.
-Kahkasha

Saw sun in the sky.
-Saurabh

) saw a lotus flower.
-Anjali
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flowers smell nice
- Kriti
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Why is it necessary for children to go out and explore?

Going for the Noida visit was one of the best experiences I ever had. I was given
a brief about the community and the conditions, but you can only analyse the
situations after visiting. The place is on the outskirts of the main village. It is also
known as the "Kati Basti", which is an informal settlement area for the
marginalised communities. When we were familiarising ourselves with the place
and the community, we realised that the community lacks basic resources like
schools, Anganwadi and ASHA Centres. The nearest school for the children of
the community is 5 km away, which becomes inaccessible for the children,
especially girls. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most children have dropped out
of school and have started working with their parents to help with the household

income.

Therefore, keeping the children in the loop of knowledge acquirement and
curiosity of learning becomes a priority. We conducted several activities with
children to understand their conditions and atmosphere. We asked them to act as
a reporter of their locality and collect news from the locality itself in one activity.
The main motive of that activity was to take out kids and give them a space to
explore and question things around them. Question the happenings and
surroundings to establish a democratic learning environment. The pandemic has
closed doors of formal education for the community's children, but learning is not
restricted to educating one in a traditional setup. However, it is about acquiring
knowledge, understanding, and growing as an individual at every step. When
they returned, we asked them to draw whatever they had observed during this
investigation. The result was beyond my imagination. They drew out of box
things, unimaginable creativity, and their observations were quite quirky but
intelligent.

Sometimes when we grow in an institutional world, we actually forget about the
real essence of education and exploration. We become robotic and predominantly
assume that this is the only way of doing things, but education is not just about
getting a degree. It is about learning and unlearning.

Therefore it is important to keep the spark of curiosity and learning in these kids
alive and provide them with a way to sustain their curiosity to learn.

After this first visit, we concluded that we would need a community library to"

provide them with a source of knowledge. The library would be in the
community itself so that anyone can access it anytime without any restriction. It
would be our first positive step in empowering the community with the power of
learning.
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) saw a temple in the street, In the
temple, there was lord Shiva.
-Anjali
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Unheard Voices

January, 2022

During our field vist to a small basti near Amrapali society in
Volume 1

Noida, which is largely inhabited by the Dalit community. On
our visit we went through an alley, where we saw few
children with their father pushing the vegetable cart, they
were happy to see us. Both of them then went running
towards their basti to tell their friends that we were coming.
We collected papers, pencils and some colours for our
session, and we started approaching towards the basti. As we
were moving towards the basti I observed that the children
there were waiting to meet us they were really happy. Next
we met with the person that looks after the community.
Rinchin wangdi
After interacting with the people there we shared our ideas (ama
about what we have planned for the kids and activities we are (Newspaper
going to conduct. The main idea was to get familiar with the buddy)
children and to do so we need to know how they live and
where they play or what is their overall development, than we
went and met few people there in the basti, we had a
conversation with a person, he told us to teach their kids, he
also told us that most of the people there are unemployed and
face difficulties due the unemployment, he also mentioned us
that there is no school for kids in the community, than we met

few more people there, they invited us inside their house and \

their we met a girl, age aground 18 years, she told us that she y-peep?

is currently in tenth standard and goes to school nearby the project
ki atives

basti, while roaming around the basti we noticed that there’ initiatlv ¥

were no schools, no anganwadi centre, no health care faCﬂltlei“ -

and so on, the basti is completely isolated from the mainland,
though the basti is surrounded by big multi storey apartments
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DEMOCRACY AND
EDUCATION

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILOS-
OFHY OF EDUCATION

BY

JOHN DEWEY

Nilp Wock
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
1916

Al righes resrwed

Books for
NewSpaper
Buddies
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